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Annual Picnic Hosts Retirees from Across the Valley




A crowd of more than 900 gathered on the scenic shores of Guntersville Lake for music, humor and barbeque Friday, Sept. 14, at the annual TVA Retirees Picnic, one of the largest in recent years.

Open to all retirees, the event is organized by the TVA Retirees Association with lunch hosted by TVA. Staff from BlueCross BlueShield, Express Scripts, TVA Retirement Services and TVA Employee Benefits were on hand to share information and small gifts for retirees.




Senior Vice President of Diversity & Labor Relations Peyton Hairston addresses the crowd.

“Thank you for all you’ve done and for all you’re continuing to do for TVA,” Peyton T. Hairston Jr., senior vice president of Diversity & Labor Relations, told the group on behalf of TVA. Guests at the event included TVA Director Barbara Haskew, who early in her career managed TVA’s Rate Staff for eight years.

Entertainment for the event featured humorist Sam Venable, who got laughter and applause in response to his satire on topics from the Weather Channel to prescription medicines. In a serious moment, Venable said, “I can’t imagine what the Tennessee Valley would be today had the pioneers of TVA not climbed those ridges and started pouring concrete and stringing wire like they did.” Venable is an award-winning columnist for the Knoxville News Sentinel.

Retiree Buster Smith, known as “the picnic guy” for the Retirees Association, emceed the event, which took place at Guntersville’s Civitan Park. The local Chamber of Commerce and Mountain Valley Arts Council helped the Retirees Association locate area musicians to entertain, and Guntersville Mayor-elect Leigh Dollar welcomed the retirees.

“TVA employees are some of the most dedicated employees anywhere, and we take that dedication into retirement with us,” said Suzan Bowman, president-elect of the TVA Retirees Association. “This event is for all retirees, and we want to thank TVA for providing a lot of the resources for this picnic.”




Knoxville News Sentinel humor columnist Sam Venable explains that “You can’t make this stuff up.”

Hairston encouraged retirees to speak out about TVA so that Valley residents know it better. While TVA has more than 23,000 retirees, about a third of its current workforce of just under 13,000 has been at TVA less than five years. “You’re the legacy of TVA,” Hairston said.

For retirees from across the region, the event was about visiting long-time friends and meeting new ones.

“I heard about this from my friends, and it’s a great place to be,” said Sam Dias, who retired from Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant.

Doug Gallant of Chattanooga, retired from Power System Operations, also came to see old friends. He worked at TVA for 33 years and has worked since then with the Federal Emergency Management Agency through the retiree organization BVI Inc. (See the stories on the BVI Awards and Recognition Banquet in Friday’s TVA Today.)

This was one of the largest picnics in recent years, and Retirees Association executive assistant Reba Whitson echoed the retirees’ appreciation for TVA’s support.

All TVA retirees are invited to the annual picnic; and the TVA Retirees Association’s 21 chapters across the region sponsor ongoing activities, including social and community service projects. Dues for the Retiree Association are $15 per year, and TVA pays the first year’s dues for new retirees.  
For more information, see the TVA Retirees Association website.

