Haskew Addresses BVI Awards Banquet
By Susan Lauver – September 14, 2012
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TVA Director Barbara Haskew addresses the gathering of nearly 300 TVA retirees at the BVI Awards and Recognition Banquet.
TVA Director Barbara Haskew gave the keynote speech Thursday evening at the 29th annual BVI (Bicentennial Volunteers Incorporated) Awards and Recognition Banquet in Huntsville, Ala., as almost 300 TVA retirees gathered to renew friendships and celebrate pride in TVA.
“I am so very impressed by your organization,” Haskew said. She also shared a greeting from CEO Tom Kilgore, who credited BVI with “leading the way in giving back to the community.”
Haskew complimented the retirees’ pride in TVA and said she is pleased to see that same pride in TVA among today’s employees.
[image: http://tva-today.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/bvi_logo.gif]The BVI is a not-for-profit corporation of TVA retirees that manages three programs:
· The BVI volunteer services to TVA, including staffing TVA visitor centers,
· Retiree Resources Corp., which provides staff augmentation to TVA, and
· National Emergency Assistance, which provides former TVA employees to the Federal Emergency Management Agency to help in recovery from natural disasters.
Haskew, who holds a doctorate degree in economics and works nationally in labor arbitration and mediation, described her service on the TVA board by saying, “It is engaging. It is important work to be done, and it is learning something new every day.”
For eight years, Haskew managed TVA’s Rate Staff. After that, over the course of 20 years at Middle Tennessee State University, Haskew chaired the Department of Economics and Finance, served as dean of the College of Business Administration and vice president and provost.
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The scene at the Marriott in Huntville, Ala., before the BVI banquet.
BVI in 2012
Overall, BVI’s impact is enormous, said Mike Lamb, president of BVI, Retiree Resources Corp., and National Emergency Assistance:
· TVA retirees and spouses hosted 80,000 visitors to TVA visitor centers in 2012 and contributed more than 21,000 hours to the centers and other TVA projects.
· 130 retirees worked about 100,000 hours this year through National Emergency Assistance, helping TVA fulfill a requirement to support other federal agencies in natural disasters.
· Retirees working as contractors on short-term projects provide experienced support to meet TVA’s needs, and RRC’s margins from that work are invested in TVA projects that include the visitor centers, water safety training for children and an education initiative that meets state curriculum standards while teaching students about TVA’s history.
· BVI partners with TVA Retirees Association chapters to fund a variety of projects, such as building wheelchair ramps and supporting community gardens.
TVA retirees and spouses contribute more than 6,000 days of volunteer service each year through BVI, Lamb said.
Projects this year included --
· renovations to the visitor centers at Fontana Dam and Raccoon Mountain Pumped Storage Facility,
· plans for new exhibits at the Norris Dam Visitor Center and TVA offices in Chattanooga and Knoxville,
· consideration of a visitor center at Kentucky Dam, and
· water-safety training for schoolchildren.
The Kentucky Dam Visitor Center would be staffed by retirees in the Kentucky area, and their initial response has been “tremendous,” Lamb said.
Click for a related story about the 2012 BVI Volunteers of the Year and others recognized at the banquet.
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